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I	
  am	
  really	
  thrilled	
  to	
  be	
  here	
  in	
  Addis	
  today.	
  I	
  came	
  from	
  the	
  G7	
  meeting	
  in	
  
Lubeck,	
   Germany,	
   and	
   I	
   was	
   very	
   glad	
   to	
   have	
   a	
   very	
   wide	
   range	
   of	
  
discussions	
  with	
  the	
  Minister,	
  not	
  only	
  about	
  the	
  tremendous	
  success	
  here	
  in	
  
Ethiopia	
   -­‐	
  all	
  of	
   the	
  development	
  goals	
   that	
  have	
  been	
  met.	
  Ethiopia	
   is	
   the	
  
fastest	
   growing	
   economy	
   –	
   one	
   of	
   the	
   fastest	
   growing	
   economies	
   -­‐	
   on	
   the	
  
African	
  continent.	
  

Ethiopia	
   is	
   a	
   democracy	
   that	
   is	
   moving	
   forward	
   in	
   an	
   election	
  
that	
  we	
  expect	
  to	
  be	
  free,	
  fair,	
  credible	
  and	
  open	
  and	
  inclusive.	
  In	
  ways	
  
that	
  Ethiopia	
  has	
  moved	
  forward	
  in	
  strengthening	
  its	
  democracy.	
  Every	
  
time	
  there	
  is	
  an	
  election,	
  it	
  gets	
  better	
  and	
  better.	
  [emphasis	
  ours]	
  

We	
  also	
  discussed	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  threats	
  and	
  concerns	
  in	
  the	
  region,	
  which	
  
was	
  also	
  a	
  major	
  topic	
  of	
  conversation	
  at	
  the	
  G7	
  [Group	
  of	
  7]	
  meeting	
  as	
  well.	
  
So	
  whether	
   that	
   is	
   strengthening	
  Somalia,	
  dealing	
  with	
   threats	
   in	
  Ethiopia,	
  
everything	
   from	
  al-­‐Shabaab	
   to	
  Boko	
  Haram,	
   to	
  of	
  course	
   the	
  Daish	
  and	
  al-­‐
Qaeda.	
   And	
   indeed,	
   we	
   discussed	
   the	
   reality	
   that	
   here	
   from	
   Ethiopia’s	
  
perspective	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   concern	
   about	
   all	
   of	
   those	
   terrorist	
   groups,	
   that	
  
Ethiopia	
  considers	
  Ginbot	
  7	
  a	
  terrorist	
  group	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  

The	
  United	
  States	
  believes	
   that	
  no	
  group,	
   including	
  Ginbot	
  7,	
   should	
  
attempt	
   to	
   overthrow	
   or	
   speak	
   of	
   overthrowing,	
   a	
   democratically-­‐elected	
  
government	
  and	
  we	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  continuing	
  our	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  Ethiopian	
  
government	
  to	
  address	
  these	
  concerns	
  in	
  very	
  serious	
  and	
  appropriate	
  ways.	
  	
  
	
   The	
  world	
  is	
  facing	
  a	
  lot	
  these	
  days.	
  And	
  Ethiopia	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  strong	
  and	
  
growing	
  country,	
  and	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  the	
  stability,	
  the	
  peace,	
  the	
  
security	
  and	
  the	
  growing	
  prosperity	
  continue.	
  

We	
   look	
   forward	
   to	
   our	
   very	
   strong	
   partnership,	
   building	
   all	
   the	
  
platforms	
  that	
  we	
  need,	
  to	
  meet	
  these	
  threats,	
  meet	
  these	
  concerns	
  with	
  all	
  
of	
  the	
  seriousness	
  that	
  they	
  deserve.	
  So,	
  I	
  am	
  very	
  grateful	
  for	
  the	
  very	
  good	
  
discussion	
  we	
  had	
  today	
  and	
  we	
  will	
  continue	
  tomorrow	
  as	
  well.	
  
 


